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fine, and, as far I could recollect, perfectly
accurate. He had added to these, also, during
his long stay at Jerusalem, plans and views of
all the tombs in the neighbourhood, and draw-
ings of other interesting subjects; the whole
together forming a collection-of at least two
hundred in number, and highly valuable..
24th. Some causes still continuing to detain
Mr. Bankes here, I devoted the day to an ex-
cursion on horseback, and set out early in the
morning for Beit-Lahhm, the Bethlehem of the
Scriptures. We quitted Jerusalem.at the gate
near the Palace of David, and passing over the
Valley of Hinnom, crossed the hill opposite to
Sion on the south, the top of which is slightly
cultivated with- olives trees, and some patches
of corn land.
From h$ffjGe we continued our way towards'
the Convent of St. Eiias, which lies at about an
hour's distance from the city. It is a Greek
sanctuary j and the priests of that order, not to
be behind the Latins, who show in so many
places the print of the hands, and feet, and toes;
and fingers of the Messiah, show here the im^
pression'of St. Elias's whole body in a hard stone.
This rock served him as a couch ; but, by yield-
ing to his sacred weight, it became to. him, oae
would think, so like a feather-bed, as to take
away all the merit of penance and mortification,